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Fr. Curtis Miller October 23-24, 2021   Homily for the 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 When people looked at Bartimaeus, they saw a blind beggar.  Perhaps they saw him as 

someone forsaken by God, and whispered behind his back that he must be a terrible sinner to be 

punished like that.  But when Jesus looked at him, he saw a person of extraordinary faith. 

 

 Bartimaeus must have heard stories about Jesus and His miracles.  And so when he heard 

the crowd rushing by, asked what the commotion was all about, and heard that it was Jesus 

passing by, Bartimaeus had faith.  He called out to Jesus.  And even when people told him to 

stop shout and be quiet, Bartimaeus persisted all the more.  He called Jesus “Son of David,” a 

special Messianic title, showing that despite his physical blindness, he recognized Who Jesus 

really was: the Savior.  Jesus is a descendant of David and a true king, though not a worldly one 

like David.  In fact, Jesus is a greater king than David, who was great, but still a sinful man. 

 

 But as I’ve said before, Jesus didn’t come to just heal people physically.  If that were the 

case, He didn’t do a good enough job because the world is still full of sick people.  Rather, when 

He healed bodies, Jesus was showing His deeper power to heal our souls.  Jesus restored 

Bartimaeus’ sight, but how did Bartimaeus respond?  He followed Jesus.  He used his newfound 

sight to become a disciple of Jesus.  When we ask Jesus for favors and miracles, are we asking 

for selfish reasons, or so that we can better follow Jesus? 

 

 This story has a couple other interesting aspects.  First is the fact that Bartimaeus is 

named.  So many of the people whom Jesus healed remain anonymous, known only by their 

former ailment: the paralyzed man, the deaf man, the leper.  But Bartimaeus is named.  Why?  

Perhaps because he would have been someone known in the early Christian community.  When 

the people who read or heard Mark’s Gospel, perhaps they would have known Bartimaeus.  In 

other words, he remained a follower of Jesus, and perhaps became a leader among the early 

Christians.  He didn’t just get what he wanted from Jesus, and then abandon Him.  Rather, he 

experienced the deeper healing of becoming a lifelong friend of Jesus.  When we offer our 

prayers, let’s not just use Jesus to get what we want; let’s have a real relationship with Him. 

 

 Second, when Jesus calls to Bartimaeus, he immediately throws away his cloak.  Why?  

As a blind beggar, he would have wanted to keep his few possessions close at hand, lest he lose 

them in his darkness, or they be stolen.  In the moment Jesus calls to him, Bartimaeus has 

complete faith that he doesn’t have to worry about that anymore.  He knows that Jesus will heal 

him.  And he casts aside his old identity to assume a new one as a disciple of Jesus. 

 

A few Scripture passages about blindness: 

“The lamp of the body is the eye.  If your eye is sound, your whole body will be filled with light; 

but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be in darkness.  And if the light in you is darkness, 

how great will the darkness be.” (Matt. 6:22-23) 

 

“If your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out.  It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with 

one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into Gehenna.” (Mark 9:47) 
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Jesus says that the Pharisees are “blind guides of the blind.  If a blind person lead a blind person, 

both will fall into a pit.” (Matt. 15:14). 

 

 There is a children’s game in which the kids pair up.  One is blindfolded and has to 

navigate a series of obstacles, while their partner gives them directions from the sidelines.  If it 

was just the two of them, it would be pretty easy (assuming both know their left from their right).  

But there are other pairs doing the same thing.  Soon, everyone is shouting conflicting directions 

and it’s hard to hear your teammate.  You have to know your teammates’ voice and listen 

closely.  It’s the same with God’s voice.  In life, we have many voices shouting at us, telling us 

what to do to be happy or successful.  Often these voices can lead us astray.  We have to 

concentrate to hear the still, soft voice of God, speaking the truth.  But Jesus is the Good 

Shepherd, and He says that “My sheep know My voice.” 

 

 Perhaps blindness is a blessing.  It can help us focus.  A saint once said that the two best 

aids to her prayer were her eyelids, shutting them to distractions. 

 

 We’re likely all familiar with the story of Helen Keller, who was born blind and deaf.  

She was cut off from the world in frightening darkness and silence, total isolation.  After her 

tutor, Ann Sullivan, helped her overcome these obstacles and be able to communicate, someone 

once taught her about the concept of “God.”  She surprised them by saying that she already knew 

about God.  She had always known Him and felt His presence, even when she was completely 

alone.  He was the light in her darkness. 

 

 Turning our attention to spiritual blindness, we could consider the story of John Newton.  

He was a sailor, noted for his profanity (even among sailors).  He wrote insulting songs, mocking 

his captains and fellow sailors, and making fun of people for believing in God.  This selfish man 

later became a slave trader.  But one night he faced a terrible storm.  A fellow sailor next to him 

was swept off the deck by a wave and drowned.  Newton prayed that God would save him, and 

He did.  Newton repented of his sinful life and even used his talents for writing songs to write 

hymns praising God, including “Amazing Grace,” which includes the lines: “I once was blind, 

but now I see.” 

 

 Our goal is actually to see life, the world, and reality with new eyes, a new perspective, 

as they really are, in the light of God. 

 

 Faith is not blind.  It does not contradict reason or science, but it does go beyond them, 

from mere facts to deeper truths, revealed to us by God. 

 

  


